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Founded in year11 of the Taisho period (1922), Okahan is a workshop
for craftsmen who decorate dolls with artificial flowers. For
generations, Okahan has been making artificial flowers for dolls
in a supporting role, so to speak, but now the present third generation
head of the family is ambitiously working on new products, in

which the artificial flowers themselves play a leading role.

1922 Founding of Okahan Ltd.

2006 Received the award for Best Technique at the Tokyo Sekku
Doll Fair, and many others

2008 Designated as a Traditional Industry Office in Saitama City

http://www 7a.biglobe.ne.jp/~okahan/
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He produces gorgeously colored Shinno-kazari (Imperial dolls), and Fuzoku
Ningyo (dolls in period costumes), etc. In particular, he has studied unique
techniques such as mother-of-pearl inlaying and Saishiki Futae Kasane
(layering a few textiles for the doll’s Kimono to create quality decoration)
for Kimekomi dolls. He is working hard to improve his skills, whilst

ambitiously creating works that are always focused on “the present time”.

1999 Certified as a Traditional Craftsman by the Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry

2000 Certified as a Traditional Craftsman by the Governor of Tokyo

2011 Received the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and

Technology Award in the National Sekku Doll Contest, and many others.

https://www.kakinuma-ningyo.com/
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Beginning with the story of how Japan became m ; This book details 193 varieties X
the birthplace of so many different kinds of A o of flora easily seen on a walk.
crafts, 16 types of traditional Japanese crafts are % \i The reader will also learn about 8
iniroduced vith explanations surounding the % individual meanings according
history of how the various areas of Japan all take to flower language. In the second
advantage of their specific natural gifis such as % chapter there are beautiful words
vegetation and natural resources. Looking at regarding flowers and a column
photographs detailing the special features of g explains how to incorporate plants
where the crafts are produced as well as the ;-)\u and flowers in cooking as well

creative process make it easier fo learn about these
many items. Although the clear and beautiful
pictures are enough to enjoy this book, English
translations are included, so we recommend it to

our foreign guests
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as decoration. Perhaps this will
change your perspective on the
often unnoticed plants you pass

by so often.
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Tiny toys have been bringers
of good luck since the Edo
period. Sukeroku is a shop
specializing in Edo hobbyist
tiny toys that has been in
business since the late Edo
period. Around 200 auspicious
toys from this single small
storefront containing as many
as 3,000 individual small toys
have been carefully chosen as
the subjects of this book. A full
English translation is included.
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This book introduces various colors % S Herein is the collection of doll § >
asthey are written aboutin “Yusoku  # S collector Mr. Kawayo Asahara. % 3
Kojitsu” including general lifestyle s <, Various dolls are arranged by — fg 3
conventions originating in the 3% S chapter, such as those related 1o _ &
palaces of the mid Heian period. The % S faith, ornamental dolls, toys, lucky % g
origin of color names, raw plant ® = items, and modern creations are [
material used 1o create those colors, %y S covered in this explanation of e
% <
the final steps in silk dyeing and S 3 Japanese dolls. An abundance % 3
more can be learned through both of close up photographs give £ &
photos and. text. The reader will the reader a sense of the dolls’ 4 3
have a glimpse at how Japanese coloring and texture. Edo Kimekomi 19
have always had a particular taste dolls (Kamo dolls) are featured i

and sensibility for color.

on Pg.68-75.
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It is the sprouting season, when plants and flowers
burst into bud.

In Tale of Artisans Vol.2, the theme is “moyuru”,
where two crafts will be introduced: “Edo Kimekomi
Dolls”, which are entwined with multicolored textiles
as if they are in bloom, and “Artificial Flowers”,
where said dolls have flowers added to them.

We would be delighted if something new is suddenly
born in your heart, like a sprout breaking

through the soil.

Please take your time, and enjoy them

as much as you can.
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Edo Kimekomi Dolls are said to have originated in the mid-Edo
period, when Tadashige Takahashi, a servant of the Kamigamo
Shrine in Kyoto and of the Horikawa family, made a nick in a
wood carving doll, then stuffed fabric into the incision. At the
time, they were called Kamo Dolls because they were made in
Kamo, but they came to be called Kimekomi Dolls (“kimekomi”
meaning making slits in wood), because of the way they are made
by inserting fabric into incisions in wood, and eventually, they
were introduced to Edo. As Edo developed into a cultural and
political center, dollmakers moved from Kyoto to Edo, and the
Kimekomi Dolls took root in the city there, adopting local styles.
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Shiba district in Tokyo is a place where you
can still feel the wind of Edo-era. Shiba Park
Hotel is a good old hotel that has weaved its
way through time in harmony with the
traditions and culture of this area. Shiba Park
Hotel is also a library hotel with a diverse
collection of books. We hold an exhibition
called “Tale of Artisans” which tell stories of
traditions (tales) that they have developed and

nurtured. The exhibition has different themes

for each season and it has a focus on

Japanese culture and is displayed with books.
We welcome our guests from our heart with
Japanese warm hospitality for all four
seasons so that our guests can have such a
sustainable experience that “history and
culture are spun through the ages, leading to a

better and richer tomorrow.”
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The craftsmen who make the artificial tachibana flowers
and cherry blossoms accompanying Hina dolls, as well as
the ornamental plants held by child dolls in their hands, are
called “Zokashi (artificial flower makers)”. Just as a cherry
blossom is composed of many parts, from the petal to the
pistil, stamen, sepal, branches, and stem, making artificial
flowers requires persistence and artisanal skill to carefully
complete each of the many steps involved.
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