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Sekishu Washi has been produced in the Iwami region of western

Shimane Prefecture for approximately 1,300 years. Currently,

Sfour workshops participating in the Sekishu Washi Cooperative

Association continue to pass down the art of papermaking to

future generations.

Atelier Kawahira / Sekishuwashi Kubota ! Nishida Washi Studio /
Nishida Paper Mill

https://sekishu.jp/
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Established in 1917. Their techniques have been passed down from
generation to generation since its founder, Sokichi Tsuda, the
inventor of Kaga Mizuhiki. Currently, the fourth and fifth generations
of the Tsuda Mizuhiki Orikata are challenging themselves to
create new mizuhiki, mainly for use in ceremonial gifts, that are in

tune with modern life while preserving the tradition.

https:/mizuhiki.jp/
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This book contains a variety of #t = The beginning of mizuhiki can * =

mizuhiki, from mizuhiki to be 5 ’ be seen in its original form in the B

~

used in daily life to mizuhiki to Z o prayers of the Japanese people. be
be tied at traditional Japanese Z E This book introduces not only % %
events and celebrations such as v :3 the manner of making and tying S S
~
weddings. The book explains ?71 mizuhiki, but also the flow of — # X
not only the basic knotting tech- mizuhiki from its beginnings to K o
niques, but also the author's f the present day, tracing the n i
original knotting techniques and @ well-known gift-giving culure R O
knotting techniques that incorpo- ~ © of today and where mizuhikiwitl S °

rate traditional string knotting

techniques, using photographs.

go in the future.
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This is the first volume in a
series of books on the fascina-
tion of washi paper. Starting
with "What is washi paper?",
this book covers the fascinating
aspects of washi paper, includ-
ing raw materials, production
areas, registration as a World
Heritage site, and the future of
washi paper. There are several
pages of descriptions of Seki-
shu Washi.
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o The papermaking process of

The book introduces tradi- raw paper (handmade Japa-

tional Japanese culture such nese washi paper), starting

as braided cords, incense, with the collection and pro-
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hair-tying, and swords, while cessing of raw materials

exploring the essence of : and the process of making S
"Decorating." In the chapter S paper threads are carefully 5
"Mizuhiki Orikata," there S explained with photographs &
~ =
is a description of Kaga and text in both Japaese and S
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Mizuhiki. English.
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Shiba district in Tokyo is a place where you
can still feel the wind of Edo-era. Shiba Park
Hotel is a good old hotel that has weaved its
way through time in harmony with the
traditions and culture of this area. Shiba Park
Hotel is also a library hotel with a diverse
collection of books. We hold an exhibition
called “Tale of Artisans” which tell stories of
traditions (tales) that they have developed and
nurtured. The exhibition has different themes
for each season and it has a focus on
Japanese culture and is displayed with books.
We welcome our guests from our heart with
Japanese warm hospitality for all four
seasons so that our guests can have such a
sustainable experience that “history and
culture are spun through the ages, leading to

a better and richer tomorrow.”
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Sekishu Washi (Sekishu Paper) is a paper produced in the Iwami
(Sekishu) region of Shimane Prefecture. According to the Kamisuki-
Chohoki (Chronicles of the Paper Making Process), Kakinomoto
no Hitomaro, who became the daimyo of Iwami around 704 -715
A.D., introduced the method of making this paper. During the
Edo period, Sekishu Washi was widely known throughout Japan
and was used by Osaka merchants as a ledger. The reason for this
is that even if a fire broke out, the paper could be thrown into a
well to protect important records of sales and purchases without
tearing. In 2009, Sekishu Washi was listed as an Intangible
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO.
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Mizuhiki is said to have originated in the Heian period (794 -
1185), when the Japanese interpreted the red and white strings
that were placed on boxes used to hold goods during trade with
China as something to be placed on gifts. Orikata is an ancient
Japanese custom of wrapping items by folding paper. The
custom of wrapping gifts in this manner was passed down from
generation to generation in the Heian and Muromachi periods.
However, the Kaga Mizuhiki, with its fluffy wrapping style that
is different from other Mizuhiki cultures, was invented by Tsuda
Mizuhiki Orikata's founder, Sokichi Tsuda, in the Taisho period
(1912-1926). It is a rare traditional craft of Ishikawa Prefecture,
characterized by its three-dimensional wrapping method and
Mizuhiki decoration, which is also three-dimensional and can

be considered an art form.
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