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The third generation of Karakami-shi/Karagen, founded during the Edo and
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Kaei years: He is the Sth generation since first generation Shichigoro Koizumi,

who was praised as a master craftsmanduring Edo. He has been studying under
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his father since he was 20 years old, and is engaged in the family business. Now
his two sons, Masayuki and Akio are following in his footsteps.
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A fusuma-paper manufacturing factory founded -in_1924. Within -the
traditional technique of Karakami, the technique of Sunago has been handed

down./In 2015, in order to continue this /traditional Japanese/ decorative Vol.9
ol.
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technique, the Traditional Crafts Office-was-set up as a team-specializing in

traditional crafts. Born in1960, in Wajima City, Ishikawa Prefecture: He graduated

https://fusuma.co.jp/ippinshu/index.html
p usgma.co.jpAppinshu/incex.ntm from the Interior. Design /Department at Ishikawa Prefectural
Wajima Vocational High School in 1979. He graduated from

the /Chinkin_Department'at the Ishikawa Prefectural Wajima
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Institute of Lacquer Arts'in 1982. A'traditional craftsman, who is
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enthusiastic.about ereating works that combine various painting
techniques, centering on the “Chinkin” technique for decorating
Wajima-nuri (2003-).
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1980 Wajima City Art Exhibition Honorable Mention Award
1987 Wajima-nuri Crafts Exhibition Wajima City Council

The company plans, produces, and sells/ art panels, art objects, lighting Chairman’s Award
fixtures, and other products that utilize traditional craft techniques that 1988 Ishikawa Prefecture Traditional Industry Promotion

Japan-is proud of. Council Traditional Industry Skills Honorable Mention

https://k-mizukami.com/ Award dnd others.
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Shiba district in Tokyo is a place where you
can still feel the wind of Edo-era. Shiba Park
Hotel is a good old hotel that has weaved its
way through time in harmony with the
traditions and culture of this area. Shiba Park
Hotel is also a library hotel with-a diverse
collection of books. We hold an exhibition
called “Tale of Artisans” which tell stories of
traditions (tales) that they-have developed and
nurtured. The exhibition has different themes
for each season and it has a focus on
Japanese culture and is displayed with books.
We welcome our guests from our heart with
Japanese warm hospitality for all four
seasons so that our guests can have such a
sustainable experience that “history and
culture are spun through the ages, leading to

a better and richer tomorrow.”
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The beginning of a new year, the season of excitement.

In the tale of artisans Vol .9 with the theme of “Uruwashi,”

we introduce “Wajima-nuri” which decorates our daily

life gorgeously and “Karakami” which shines brightly.

Tivo crafts that transform ordinary times into glorious days.

Please enjoy yourself as long as-time permits.
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Karakami is decorative paper passed down from the Tang
dynasty in China. Woodblock hand-printing and Karakami
sprinkled with gold and silver dust have been applied to fusuma
and folding screens to add gorgeous color to spaces since the
Middle Ages. Over the Edo period, the production of Karakami,
which started in Kyoto, developed into something that suited the
Edo taste. There are three main techniques that are “Karakami-
shi” for woodblock printing, “Sarasa-shi” using Ise katagami,

and “Sunago-shi” using gold and silver foil and dust.
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Wajima-nuri is one of Japan’s most famous lacquerwares. One of

its main features is that a type of diatomaceous earth called
“jinoko” from Wajima is mixed with the lacquer undercoating.
This increases its durability. Multiple layers are applied as
undercoating, then cloth is used as reinforcement, followed by the
middle coating and top coating, and finally, the item is polished.
This process alone creates quite a beautiful product, but some
Wajima-nuri products are also sprinkled with gold or silver
powder (maki-e) or are inlaid with gold (chinkin) as further
decoration. The area of Wajima has produced many master
artisans capable of making these decorations, some of whom
were designated as Living National Treasures of Japan. In
addition, Wajima-nuri itself was designated as an Important
Intangible Cultural Asset of Japan on April 25, 1977.
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