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Founded in year 11 of the Taisho period (1922), Okahan is a workshop

for craftsmen who decorate dolls with artificial flowers. For

generations, Okahan has been making artificial flowers for dolls

in a supporting role, so to speak, but now the present third generation

head of the family is ambitiously working on new products, in

which the artificial flowers themselves play a leading role.

1922 Founding of Okahan Ltd.

2006 Received the award for Best Technique at the Tokyo Sekku

Doll Fair, and many others

2008 Designated as a Traditional Industry Office in Saitama City

https://www.okahan-zouka.jp/
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Photographers Katsuhiko Mizuno ¥
and Hidehiko Mizuno introduce S'
123 locations with photographs 0
and text. A new volume that invites ,Q
readers to savor Kyoto's cherry g

blossom season. Bilingual edition
with Japanese and English.
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Wajima suffered severe damage from

the January 2024 earthquake and
the heavy rains in September. In this
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book, people involved in Wajima lac-
querware (Wajima-nuri) speak about
the current state of recovery in Noto. A
candid volume that reveals the realities
and ongoing efforts to carry Wajima’s

lacquer culture into the future.
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Born in 1960, in Wajima City, Ishikawa Prefecture. He graduated
from the Interior Design Department at Ishikawa Prefectural Wajima
Vocational High School in 1979. He graduated from the Chinkin
Department at the Ishikawa Prefectural Wajima Institute of Lacquer Arts
in 1982. A traditional craftsman, who is enthusiastic about creating works
that combine various painting techniques, centering on the “Chinkin”
technique for decorating Wajima-nuri (2003-).

1980 Wajima City Art Exhibition Honorable Mention Award
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1987 Wajima-nuri Crafts Exhibition Wajima City Council Chairman’s Award

1988 Ishikawa Prefecture Traditional Industry Promotion Council
Traditional Industry Skills Honorable Mention Award and others.
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striking lacquerware, this book in- 5o~ Ny
troduces modern table settings that E\ § ? \é
incorporate lacquer pieces—delightful § § 2] =
to browse through like a magazine. =03 Q
. - ;s e = Q
In the latter half, the author visits S =
x ==}

Wajima, the production region of
Wajima lacquerware, and offers a

detailed introduction to Wajima-nuri.
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Wajima-nuri is one of Japan’s most famous lacquer-
wares. One of its main features is that a type of
diatomaceous earth called “jinoko” from Wajima is
mixed with the lacquer undercoating. This increases
its durability. Multiple layers are applied as
undercoating, then cloth is used as reinforcement,
Jollowed by the middle coating and top coating, and
finally, the item is polished. This process alone
creates quite a beautiful product, but some
Wajima-nuri products are also sprinkled with gold
or silver powder (maki-e) or are inlaid with gold
(chinkin) as further decoration. The area of Wajima
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The craftsmen who make the
artificial tachibana flowers and
cherry blossoms accompanying
Hina dolls, as well as the
ornamental plants held by child
dolls in their hands, are called
“Zokashi (artificial flower makers)”.
Just as a cherry blossom is
composed of many parts, from
the petal to the pistil, stamen,
sepal, branches, and stem,
making artificial flowers requires
persistence and artisanal skill
to carefully complete each of
the many steps involved.
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has produced many master artisans capable of < il
making these decorations, some of whom were VLA 2 Al A3 3 R ?%iﬁﬁz‘.% “WE®RTE. g m e "._1 ?R‘Ei?_ﬂ)iﬂlo .
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As springtime brings news of blossoms from acrpq;,]dpan,_ P
in the tale of artisans Vol.18 with the theme of “Saku,”
we introduce “Wajima-nuri” adorned with the intricate art
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of gold decoration, and “Artificial Flowers”
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< that capture the colors of flowers.
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< Please enjoy yourself as long as time permits.
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L Shiba district in Tokyo is a place where you

can still feel the wind of Edo-era. Shiba Park
Hotel is a good old hotel that has weaved its
way through time in harmony with the
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traditions and culture of this area. Shiba Park

Hotel is also a library hotel with a diverse

collection of books. We hold an exhibition
called “Tale of Artisans” which tell stories of
traditions (tales) that they have developed and

nurtured. The exhibition has different themes
for each season and it has a focus on
Japanese culture and is displayed with books.
We welcome our guests from our heart with
Japanese warm hospitality for all four
seasons so that our guests can have such a
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sustainable experience that “history and
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culture are spun through the ages, leading to

a better and richer tomorrow.”
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